Deputy Seán O Fearghail,

Chairman,

Oireachtas Joint Committee on Health and Children,

Kildare Street, Dublin 2.

February 17th, 2009.

Presentation to Oireachtas Review of Primary Care

Dear Deputy O’Fearghail,

I refer to the recent presentation by the Irish Dental Association to the Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children as part of the review of primary care by the Committee.

On behalf of the Council of the Association, I wish to express our gratitude for the opportunity to present our case to the Committee and for the assistance provided in this regard.

Recognising the great volume of material presented to the Committee and having regard to the points made in our written and oral presentations, whose recommendations we again commend to the Committee, we wish to assist in highlighting in summary form the following specific recommendations in regard to oral health for consideration by the Committee. 
Our recommendations are detailed below:
1 We call on the Oireachtas to expedite amendments to Competition Act 2002 in order to allow full engagement with stakeholders on a wide range of issues.
2 We wish to highlight also need for State to apply supports to general dental practices by way of accelerated tax reliefs on capital spending as well as considering grant support for support staff and moving towards computerising records.
3 We would welcome support from the Committee in bringing funding levels available to dentists into line with medical doctors participating in the medical card scheme (the GMS as it is known for doctors, the DTSS is the equivalent for dentists)

4 The Association calls for the urgent appointment of Senior "Dental" Clinician in HSE senior management structure to co-ordinate current public (children and special needs) services, to improve existing efficiencies, standards of care and to progress patient focused links with DTSS practitioners.  
5 We seek support for the appointment within the Department of Health and Children of a Chief Dental Officer with an appropriate team (full & part-timers - dentists and non dentists) to support his / her role of advising the Minister for Health and Children and the other government departments, providing evidence based dental policies, to provide international best practice links and partnerships, to liaise with all dental providers & sister professions in order to drive in a cohesive manner issues of research, manpower, specialisation, education, CPD, standards, etc 
6 The IDA, as the main body representing the dental profession, invites a prompt approach by the HSE - PCCC - on matters surrounding the rolling out of the Primary Care Strategy and to act positively on our patients' (the populations) behalf to ensure that the most appropriate care is provided in the most appropriate location, by the most appropriate dental service (public, private or hospital).
7 We call on the HSE to prioritise urgently the filling of all vacant front line clinical posts in the Public Dental Service.
8 The Association asks that the State supports mandatory (Continuing Dental Education) CDE by way of education grants enabling practitioners to achieve appropriate standards of competence.

9 The Association calls for extension of tax reliefs for dental treatment to bring these more into line with medical treatment commencing with preventative items including examinations, fissure sealants, mouth guards and hygienist treatments and laying out a timetable for further extensions to this relief to other routine treatment items . We also believe the Government ought to review the implications for dentists and patients arising from the decision to restrict tax relief for MED 2 items at the standard rate in the 2009 Budget.
10 The IDA calls on the HSE and the Department of Health and Children to commence a programme to increase the awareness of medical practitioners of all levels of the relationships scientifically proven to exist between oral diseases and systemic disease.

11 The IDA calls for the timely implementation of the Orthodontic Review Group’s recommendations, as stated in our submission.

12 With regard to the development of primary care centres, we support the call to have primary care facilities considered as industrial buildings similar to private hospitals, nursing homes, palliative care units, for relief under section 268 of the Taxes Consolidation Act.  We believe the capital allowances should not be available against other income to anyone who is providing finance to the project but medical and dental practitioners involved in developing these projects should be capable of utilising the allowances either as owner-occupiers in running their practices or, in a co-ownership where they lease the building to practices where the personnel of the practices may change.

13 We also wish to highlight the absolute need to make secondary and tertiary care facilities available as a matter of urgency, especially in the areas of paedodontics and oral surgery.
We would be happy to elaborate on these proposals further as you may deem appropriate.

Yours sincerely,

………………………

Fintan Hourihan,

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
